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Have you noticed that the more you grow as a
speaker the more you see a speech in everything?
As | write this | am watching 5 children devour
Easter eggs. One is so young that all he wants is
have it unwrapped by Dad and put into his mouth.
The other 2, who are a little bit older, think it's
fantastic to be able to walk around with all that
coloured paper in their colourful Easter baskets
knowing they can put their hands in at any time
and bring out something delicious. Then there’s
my daughter Sheridan, the 9 year old, who ‘saves’
them so that she can compare her stash with her
cousins who are around the same age. If she ate
any, she wouldn’t be able to show how many she
got, would she! The psychology of eating Easter
eggs. There must be a speech in that!

Lilydale Toastmasters is a bit like a bag of yummy
Easter eggs. You sort of know what to expect but
every time you ‘dip in’ and attend a meeting some-
thing different always comes out. AND you are
NEVER disappointed.

Our meetings of late have been filled with the
anticipation of who is going to be visiting us. We
have been thrilled to see so many guests at every
meeting. A number of members from Healesville
Toastmasters have also joined us, including Stuart
and Elizabeth, which was especially pleasing. |
believe that receiving feedback from our guests
keeps us on our toes and when we implement
their suggestions it demonstrates how much we,
as a club, listen to each other.

All members of the Executive (except Adele who

was let out with a leave pass to celebrate her

birthday) attended Club Officer Training in Febru-

ary and once again Lilydale ‘ruled’. It was obvious

to all of us that the caliber of Lilydale Toastmas-

ters is extremely high. The most satisfying thing

was that we discovered we weren't ‘learning’ as

much as we were ‘sharing’. For that we need to
(Continued on page 2)

On Sunday 2nd March Nola Sharp gained 1st
place in the Ranges Division Humorous Speech
Contest which was held at the Louise Multicultural
Centre in Box Hill. Other Lilydale contestants were
Penny Barrington (3rd in Table Topics), Kim Harris
(Evaluation), Trish Brown (International Speech).

Many Lilydale Toast-
masters were pre-
sent and provided
support. Nola will
now compete in the
District 73 Contest
at the Annual Con-
vention, hosted this
year by Lilydale
Toastmasters, at
York on Lilydale
16-18 May.

Nola Sharp receives her award for 1st place in the Ranges
Division Contests from the event’s organizer and
presenter Judy Murphy, Division Governor.

Together we are one
Together we can



(Continued from page 1)

thank the club as a whole. Without the feedback
and commitment from everyone we would not be
at the level we are.

Although it will be talked about further on in this
edition | would like to congratulate Kim Harris,
Nola Sharp, Penny Barrington and Trish Brown,
who patrticipated in the Ranges Division Contest.
Once again it is obvious that the calibre of Lilydale
Toastmasters shines through with a representative
in each of the categories. Thank you ladies, for
allowing us to live vicariously through your suc-
cess.

A special mention for Nola who won the Humor-
ous Contest. Nola went into this contest with the
‘End in Mind’ - she was already a winner. And she
didn’t let herself down. A winner she is. | speak for
everyone Nola when | say we can’t wait to see you
at Convention in May.

Speaking of Convention, don't forget to book your
place before the 1st April and secure yourself the
Early Bird rate. The Toastmasters community con-
stantly hears about how good Lilydale is let’s all
attend and show them first-hand that it is no
rumour”

Until next time,
Happy speaking

Pamela McConchie CTM, CL
President 2007-2008

Diana Cawood
Louise Andrew

Michele Konheiser
Steve Hayes
Alan Garman

0000000000000

Sir Norman Angell said:

A synonym is the word you use when
you can't spell the right one ... and
therefore can't find it in the dictionary

In February Judy Murphy celebrated 15 years as a
member of Lilydale Toastmasters. To quote Judy:
“What a joy it is to have been a member for thisggld

(And the rest of us know the joy of Judy’s generous
help and guidancé&d)

4 times CC = Trish Brown!! Correct !!

Trish has just been awarded the Competent Communi-
cator for the 4th time with her other club Five-wd:
Congratulations Trish from your friends at Lilydale

Trish will represent Metro Division in the Evaluati
Contest on 18th May at District 73 Annual Convemtio
at York on Lilydale. Good luck Trish.

Congratulations to Corina and Phil Newnham on their
marriage at Lilydale on the 8th March 2008.

(More about the wedding on pages 7-9 with pics.)

Have you registered for the Annual Toastmasters
Convention yet? Your club is hosting the District
73 Convention this year - giving us all the opportu-
nity to join in.

Ever wondered what District 73 means?

The convention is an opportunity to find out about
the Toastmasters organization beyond our local
club.

Ever wondered how the competition system works
within Toastmasters?

The convention is an opportunity to see the best
Toastmasters in action, competing to represent
Australia in the International Toastmasters
competitions.

Join in and support our local club members:
Nola and Trish, who will be competing.

Dinners, Dances, Competitions, Workshops, Fun
and Games, Speeches, Awards, Meeting People
and Learning - all in your neighbourhood.

Find out how you can join in and don’t miss this
great opportunity.

Graeme Wheeler CTM, CL
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Lilydale Toastmasters are keen! Although the
invitation to Table Topics in the Park was sent to
all Ranges Division clubs, only one other club was
represented, namely Peter Rorke from Box Hill.
Attending from Lilydale were Penny, Suzanne,
Judy, Michele (plus family Sigi, Jarrod and Dana),
Elaine, Helen, Steve Hayes (and family Janet,
Aidan and Tahlia).

Picture this, it's Sunday afternoon of the Australia
Day long week-end....

A few of the grown-ups at Table Topics in the Park
Lillydale Lake, Australia Day Week-end
At Lillydale Lake there were families and friends
from all different corners of the world enjoying
each other’'s company, delicious food and wine
and a multitude of activities. The public venue was
a new place to stretch the comfort zone. However
nobody paid us much attention, even though we
flew the Toastmasters’ banner. What a range of
guestions that were fielded. Even some of the
children participated, which was great to watch.
We suggested they ask their parents a question
every dinner time for practice! At some clubs it can
be months between Table Topics questions. At
the park we each answered at least four questions
and participated in group evaluations. It was all
very informal but the feedback was worthwhile.
Plus, we learnt so much more about each other;
that was a special part of the afternoon.

Since Penny was our representative in the
Ranges Division Final, her responses received
special attention. We agreed that the more
guestions she answered the better the responses.

Thank you to everyone who participated. Perhaps
next time we may be able to persuade a few more
people to attend because it really was fun.

Judy Murphy,DTM
Ranges Division Governor

This year has seen many events in Toastmasters.
There seems to have been endless rounds of
Area and Division competitions. | have attended 4
Division competitions and leaving parochialism
aside, the standard in our Division proved to be
diverse and of a great overall standard. Looking
with both eyes open, not like a footy supporter, |
found that Lilydale competitors fared extremely
well against most others.

The quality of evaluation given at club level at
Lilydale is exceptional and competitive with the
majority most of the time. All of our members
should feel proud of their weekly performance as
our standards are so high.

The trip to Bendigo | shared with Judy, Nola, Kim
and Kay (test speaker) was a day to remember.
With the addition of Tayla who alternated be-
tween sleeping and baby babble all day, a great
time was enjoyed by everyone.

Starting with early cuppas at Judy’s, then off in
Nola’s Prado so we could all be together, Kim
managed to fold herself into the dickie seat there
and Judy on the return journey.

What do Toastmasters do on a road trip? Talk,
talk and talk - and when there is a break in the
conversation it is only to laugh. No need for the
Table Topics bell - it would have been ringing for
a long time.

The only interlude during the trip was when Sean
(or Shaun), Judy’s Tom Tom alerted us in an Irish
voice the exact directions of travel. What a won-
derful trip was had.

A great place to start judging at Toastmasters
competitions is with a group where ideas can be
fully discussed, thus ensuring your ideas and
scoring is on a basis with others. | am sure that
this helped Kim in her introduction to judging.

Kay made a wonderful speech as test speaker
and was a credit to herself and the club. Anyone
who has been a test speaker knows it is not easy.

If you get an opportunity and can afford the time,
a road trip as a judge or test speaker at a Toast-
masters event is a great opportunity to step out-
side your comfort zone, share a social event,
have fun and get to meet fellow Toastmasters.

Suzanne O’'Dowd ACB, CL
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Article 1
In a series from Penny Barrington DTM

Lots of people in Toastmasters think | don't get
nervous. Ha ha hah ha hee ha ha ha ha ha ha!

Nah nah. They have no idea of what can go on
inside my head at various times. Some of them
they would never believe. The fact is that | have
been fighting fear all my life. My husband Geoff
just does not understand my fears—until he visits
my mother.

Therein lies the problem. | am still resisting the
fear as something not wanted. | am gradually
accepting it as part of me, but the problem is that
fear, based on ingrained beliefs, leads to nervous-
ness, which leads to reduced performance and
improved performance is what | crave. Who said
life was not circular?

In some amazing way public speaking places us in
a vulnerable position. Fear of rejection, fear of be-
ing imperfect, ridiculed and judged, and fear of
being ignored are all part of the equation and they
are linked to fear of death in some way perhaps.

| listened to a terrific speaker recently who did
base jumping for his kicks and career. | think he
enjoyed speaking because he knew no fear and
also, on anyone’s scale, he was extremely brave.
In that sense he is revered or he is completely
mad. If an audience could accuse him of much
worse what could it be? Perhaps if they accused
him of boredom it would hurt. But that was impos-
sible because his PowerPoint slides left people
gasping in disbelief. Who in their ‘right’ mind jumps
off part of Everest down sheer cliff faces with a
parachute strapped to their back? Apart from that,
he had a clever speech that employed much of
what we learn.

Sometimes | have thought about a situation when
an audience could shout at you and even reject
you verbally. Then | realize that to me verbal
attack could be a challenge, as a real interaction
could occur. Interactions for me are not as scary
as public speaking, so I'd say “bring it on”.

Contests can be nerve-wracking because for
perfectionists “perfect” is the benchmark, and as
there is nothing that is really perfect in our judge-
mental ways, failure is set up before starting. We
self-defeat constantly.

But maybe life is not about “perfect” as we inter-
pret it . Differences are seen as imperfections and
yet there is amazing order even in seeming chaos
in the natural world. Knowing that the world is full
of differences, interpretations and variety and that
what works for some does not always work for
others, is one thing that we can do toward reduc-
ing the self-defeating stuff in our heads.

We might go a long way to reduce our nerves if
we can see that all we are is different. Daring to
be different can take us into a realm of freedom to
be creative and new.

The ethos of Toastmasters is constantly support-
ing differences rather than absolutes in the way
that evaluations are done.

Ultimately, all fear is made up. You now that acro-
nym: Fear is False Evidence Appearing Real. But |
go a bit further—fear is totally invented. When we
speak there is nothing really out there to be
scared of. It is all within us moving around some-
where. You can work out what it is that you fear to
perhaps help intellectualize it away, but then the
old stuff keeps rearing up, clawing at you to take
you back to the fear stance. It comes from a place
of judgement about ourselves and how we com-
pare ourselves to others.

So what are the things that you fear most?

Not having anything to say?

When have you ever been dumbstruck?

Do you fear that you are not eloquent enough?
Have you listened to the television lately and the
total lack of eloquence?

What are you doing that is so different from any-
one else that it warrants such fear?

So what can you do to reduce your nerves?

| am not going to make a list for you to read and
then leave it at that. The process is a process and
therefore takes time. So let me start with one of
the first ways that you can explore and how you
can approach the reduction of nervousness apart
from the obvious in Toastmasters - practice and
be evaluated.

You can make a list of your own, of those
moments in your life when you have felt flipping
great. You have felt worthy as a human being, in
an environment where you are at your best - being
you. You feel no lacks or “not-enough-ness” and
love is a central choice.

This feeling can be labelled (your label or name
for it) by you but you need to take the time to be
(Continued on page 5)
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(Continued from page 4)

able to get in touch with it regularly and at a
moment’s notice. It is not based on accolades
from others. It is not the result of external valida-
tion by others. It is when you feel as one with the
universe as it were, your haven of wholeness.

Practice dwelling on this positive feeling and place
and immerse yourself in the glow. Practice going
back to it often when you are in a neutral state -
like making the bed or in the shower. Then when
you are in a slightly uncomfortable state (lost your
car in the parking lot) work at bringing back the
feeling of wholeness (your name for it) that you
got in touch with before and have been practising.

The more that you can choose your feelings at
any moment, the more that you can choose what
you want in times of stress (nervousness in speak-
ing) which can quickly alter the body chemistry to
produce greater equilibrium.

Try it and see how you go.

Penny Barrington DTM

Late last year, after much umming and ahhing,
quite a bit of pondering and a little research, |
decided to attend a couple of meetings at Lilydale
Toastmasters with a view to joining the club. | had
several ideas about what Toastmasters would
offer, however | very quickly discovered several
more reasons to join, making the decision making
process go pretty smoothly.

My preconceived ideas about Toastmasters were
probably the usual ones people have, such as
achieving a degree of confidence in public speak-
ing, learning some new skills in communication
and gaining some ideas on quelling the nerves.
What I've found is all this and so much more! First
and foremost the incredible support and friendli-
ness of each and every member is a gift | treas-
ure. It is hard to ignore the air of positiveness that
fills the room and reaches into your soul, lifting
your spirits no matter what sort of day you've had
prior to the meeting. | am thrilled with the vast
amount of knowledge | have already gained and
the anticipation of the learning that will continue on
so many levels.

| consider it a privilege to be a member of Lilydale
Toastmasters and | thank all you lovely people for
giving me the opportunity; | hope the relationship

| am a new member of Lilydale Toastmasters.

| attended several meetings as a ‘visitor’ and
benefited greatly from being able to observe the
operation of the meetings at my leisure, without
pressure or expectation of having to participate,
as | am very shy.

| was inducted into the club on the 11th February.
After my induction | was asked if | would like to
give my Ice Breaker speech at the next meeting,
which was to be held on the 25th February. | took
this to be a positive sign, as this date is also my
birthday and | see each birthday as a fresh oppor-
tunity to start something new, or take on a new
challenge. | accepted the ‘challenge’ and reaped
the ‘reward’ of an immediate lift in my self confi-
dence. | am now looking forward to the experience
of giving future speeches and playing various
other roles in the meetings.

The other members at Toastmasters have been
very supportive and this has also encouraged me
to step outside my comfort zone.

My main purpose in joining Toastmasters was to
allow me to feel relaxed when speaking in front of
an audience as | wish to become a Marriage
Celebrant in the near future.

Louise Andrew

My role as Vice President Membership has been a
very enjoyable one. I've had the opportunity to talk
to many guests and welcome them to Toastmas-
ters.

On nights when there have been many newcom-
ers | have really appreciated everyone’s help in
making them feel comfortable in a new environ-
ment. It is definitely a team effort!

Attending the Executive Committee Meetings once
a month has given me the chance to listen to and
learn from other more experienced Toastmasters.
This has contributed to my own growth and devel-
opment.

So | would encourage all of us to consider what
role we could undertake, as we head toward the
changeover at the beginning of July.

is an enduring one. Adele Fielding
Diana Cawood
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| swear by Socrates, Demosthenes and Cicero
the great Orators of Antiquity, making them my
witness that | will according to my ability, judge-
ment and skill honour this OATH and COVENANT.

THAT | will always hold in highest regard the craft
and discipline of Public Speaking, being ever
mindful of its capacity to destroy or preserve life.

THAT | will use my God given ability to speak in a
way that will uplift humanity and that | will never
encourage behaviour that will debase.

THAT | will treat with dignity and honour all who
listen to me, whatever their station may be,
knowing we are all sparks of Divinity.

THAT | will speak with the pure tongue of Angels
that my speeches will contain no profanity nor will
| offend the Gods with blasphemy.

THAT | will always respect the intelligence,
feelings and integrity of my audience. | will not
indulge in sophistry, ambiguity, deception,
subterfuge or any other untruth.

THAT | will not be a thespian, only to deliver
memorized lines. | will to the best of my ability
make my speeches congruent with what | think,
feel, say and do.

THAT | will not speak with ulterior motives but my
motives will be as transparent as the waters in
the fountain of Kanathos.

THAT | will expand energy to research and
meditate upon my subject so that | will be
prepared and well informed.

THAT | will base my appeals on reason and
sound logic and will not by omission or commis-
sion withhold any essential information to prevent
my listeners from making informed decisions.

THAT | will accept my role as an Adept, to teach
this noble craft to the Neophyte. This will be my
Magnum Opus.

If I carry out this OATH and COVENANT in this life
I will call down the blessings upon my head and
sit with the Gods in the hereafter but should |
abandon my role, the consequences are too
terrible to write.

Dennis Curyer ATMB, CL

Could you assist as evaluator and present
promotion for Convention?” came the plea from
Division Governor Judy Murphy. “Would be
delighted - | will be there” | replied.

Michele Konheiser forwarded explicit instructions
on how to find the Healesville Memorial Hall - the
venue for the meeting. They were not at all
necessary as |, for years, attended “pictures” at
the Hall, stunned to realize ..... before Michele
was born!!!

Armed with my agenda and the name of the new
member, Gavin Jenkins, whose Ice Breaker
speech | would be evaluating, | looked forward to
an evening spent with both new and old friends.

It was a delight to meet YOUNG members at
Healesville who are adding “spice” and bringing
enthusiasm to each role they embrace in the
program. Ernie Brett (a not so young member)
was gracious in his welcome, as Toastmaster of
the evening, to both myself and another potential
member.

As at Lilydale, the speeches were the highlight of
the meeting. The skills that Gavin Jenkins brought
to his Ice Breaker speech included confidence,
humour, hand gestures, props, limited use of
notes and finished with a quote. | was completely
blown away. The Healesville club has gained an
eloquent member who will, in my opinion,
significantly add to the fabric of each meeting.

Michele Konheiser, as General Evaluator, guided
her “flock” gently, with excellent recommenda-
tions coupled with generous praise.

Healesville members indicated they will be joining
us at Convention. Stuart and Elizabeth were
excited at the prospect of the Friday Bus Tour -
what a couple of legends those two are!!!

Another Toastmasters experience that included
warmth of welcome, outstanding speeches and
the opportunity to observe and learn the elusive
craft of Public Speaking.

THANK YOU HEALESVILLE.

Nola Sharp CC

Before you change your thinking, you have to change

what goes into your mind (zig Ziglar)
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At Lilydale Toastmasters we have a group of very
caring and empathetic people. The importance of
putting people before process was very evident at
a recent Lilydale Toastmasters meeting.

The speech had been made; it was filled with
emotional pain and a desperate need to tell a
tragic story, in an atmosphere in which the
speaker TRUSTED.

The attentive audience was aware that technically
the speech objectives had not been met ..........
and so to the evaluation......

None of the technical evaluation objects were met
either - and that made the night SPECIAL.

For those who witnessed this event of non-
technical achievements, and bore witness instead
to human generosity and acknowledgement of the
human spirit, will long remember this moment in
time.

During the “evaluation”, tenderly the emaotion
evoked during the speech was noted. Gently the
brave acceptance of pain endured and overcome
was acknowledged and praised.

The speaker will again present a speech at
Lilydale, where | have no doubt all objectives will
be met, and have a valuation that meets all
accepted criteria.

And yet, it would not surprise me if the evaluation
the speaker will remember forever is the one that
put HER first, and objectives and recommends
last.

| know | will.

Anon

An Autumn Poem

Honeyed yellow dripping gold
Leaf of autumn in the cold
Dancing on in crisp despair
Whirling on enchanted air

Falling Silently to earthen tomb
Away from tree’s rooted arm
Perhaps the silence broken then
By hollow cries of autumn grief
Synchronized with the falling leaf

S K Lindeman

When my Romanian friend Stephan introduced
me to his work colleague whose marriage recently
broke up, | didn't take it seriously. It happened five
years ago. At that time, | was a single mother of
one and “playing” this role for more than ten years,
while Philip was only at the start of his emotional
roller coaster.

When we separate, for whatever reason, we lose
hope that one day we will get over the hurt and will
be able to mend our broken hearts. Sometimes we
“lock” ourselves within, separating us from the rest
of the world, believing that no-one understands us,
or are capable to help us with our struggle. But
help is always around if we are willing to accept it.
There is always a kind friend, a loved family mem-
ber or even our children who are capable of heal-
ing deepest wounds. Our hearts will never be per-
fect again because they bear the many scars of
lost loves but they continue to beat in our chests
more powerful and more willing to help us live. We
resurrect with every “fall” because there is always
hope, even in our darkest moments and as old as
time is, sunshine always follows the darkness.

What at first seemed like a “match-making” game
soon became serious stuff and two broken hearts
mended to make a whole new one. Cautious, yet
trustful and honest with each other, we soon
embarked upon a new chapter in our lives. It
wasn't an easy ‘ride’, yet we seemed to enjoy the
challenges and be rewarded for our efforts.

One day, out of the blue, Phil proposed. It came

so unexpected for both of us that we didn’t have

an engagement ring. My first engagement ring,

before receiving the real diamond one, was a
(Continued on page 8)
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(Continued from page 7)

shiny glass set in a metal-plated ring bought on
that day from Croydon market with the $5 Phil
borrowed from his youngest son, Jamie. The
quality of the ring paled to insignificance when
compared with the importance of such a decision
and the courage to unite our lives under the law of
the land and with the blessing of the church.

Recently we celebrated our wedding. It was a
blissful and blessed day. The weather was gor-
geous, as the event was carefully prepared and
orchestrated as an outdoor experience, thus
counting every inch on fine weather.

The event took weeks in preparation. Even before
the invitations were sent, the garden was trimmed
to look at its best on that day. The cake was made
six weeks in advance. Four weeks before the wed-
ding the menu was chosen, but my speech was

only prepared on the day of the wedding—so

much for being a diligent Toastmaster. But the
four speeches that were presented during and
after the wedding ceremony were at their best.

Maddy, our daughter had a message of encour-
agement from both of us. “On this day” she said
“you share the joy of a deep commitment, a
sacred trust, and you have given each other the
most precious gift of love.”

My dad spoke on behalf of the parents and
although his address was in Romanian - a
language that he feels comfortable to express,

it was translated in advance in English and read
by our oldest son, Zac. Dad reminded us that this
memorable day will imprint in our conscience,
becoming an occasion for review and an oppor-
tunity to celebrate the years spent in the company
of each other.

Phil delivered an impromptu speech that was
carefully crafted. Even though he doesn't attend
regular Toastmaster meetings he seemed to have
captured the essence of being an effective com-
municator. He delivered an excellent humorous
speech. As expected, the funny bits were his
impressions about his new wife. Everything about
me was funny.

He was actually surprised that | was finished and
arrived in time for once on this occasion. He actu-
ally admitted that they joke about my English and
that | come up with lots of funny words that some-
times need to be digested to make sense for

them. His view about my English was that | speak

a mixture of a very technical language with a quasi
-slang. He even enlightened the audience with an

(Continued on page 9)
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example. One time, he said, | was baking a cake
and after taking it off the oven | was suggested to
leave it to cool before | turn it over. Shortly after
Phil came into the kitchen and asked: “Did you just
break it?” | sheepishly answered “Yes, it fractured
longitudinally.”

When my turn came to have the final word, and
with all the preparation and the rehearsals, | was
S0 nervous that the paper started shaking in my
left hand such that | had to hold it with both hands
to find my lines. | thanked the audience for accept-
ing our invitation and for being there for us on that
day. | explained that the reason for them being
present was because in one way or another they
made a contribution to our lives, helping to shape
our future.

A special thank you was addressed to my Toast-
master friends who significantly contributed to
making my wedding a special one. My hair, my
flowers and my beautiful wedding cake were made
by a very talented lady who also happens to be a
very special friend. Moira Nicholson worked tire-
lessly until 3am on the day of my wedding to finish
up my bouquets and my nine flower arrangements
that were set on the tables. Nola Sharp, another
gifted Toastmaster friend prepared the most
delicious dinner for eighty people, while Judy Mur-
phy helped with the serving. Their husbands
Roger, Les and Andrew were remarkable, helping
with the logistics, taking pictures and video-taping
the event.

This was such a unique experience and what a
pity (or maybe thank God) that we don't do it too
often. It could be an encumbrance, but could also
be an enlightening experience, which could im-
prove with every occasion. The fact is that | was
blessed with experienced friends: the best
Wedding Planners one could have asked for.

Corina Glavan CTM

There are 10 Goals in the Distinguished Club Program - 5 goals for a Distinguished Club, 7 goals for a Select Distin-
guished Club, 9 or 10 goals for a President’s Distinguished Award. The Club has completed 9 goals to date.

GOAL TARGET ACHIEVED
1 CCs 2 2
2 ADDITIONAL CCs 2 0
3 AC 1 1
4 ADDITIONAL ACs 1 1
5 CL, AL, or DTM 1 1
6 ADDITIONAL CLs, ALs, or DTMs 1 1
7 NEW MEMBERS 4 4
8 ADDITIONAL NEW MEMBERS 4 1
9 OFFICERS TRAINED 4 &4 4 &4
10 SEMI ANNUAL DUES & OFFICER LIST 1&1 1&1
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WHERE WILL YOU BE ON 16-18 MAY 20087

If you didn’t answer “At the District 73 Annual Convention at the York On Lilydale Resort” then keep reading to
discover why you should register now for the convention.

Our convention activities commence at 9.30 on Friday 16 May with the Friday Bus Tour. Let our Coordinator
Nola Sharp take you on a voyage of discovery through the beautiful Dandenong Ranges. Make a fabulous
start to your convention weekend; get to know other Toastmasters and make new friends; relax in the comfort
of a luxury coach and let our genial host and knowledgeable guide introduce you to the hidden joys and the
breathtaking beauty of the Dandenong Ranges.

Friday evening is Comedy Night. We commence with a delightful dinner which will be followed by the Official
Welcome to the Convention and then a comedy interlude with local comedian Michael Connell. At 8.30pm
laugh along with our contestants in the District 73 Humorous Speech Contest. Come and cheer for our very
own Nola Sharp competing for the Ranges Division.

Saturday 17 May commences with the District 73 Table Topics Contest at 8.45am. What question will test the
best impromptu speakers in the District? The Table Topics Contest will be followed by 3 Workshops: World's
Worst Evaluators with Steve Howard and Mark D’Silva; Strategies for Remembering your Speech with Carrol
Jones; and Speaking for Money - How to build a Speaking Career with Paul McCarthy.

After a morning tea break there will be three more Workshops: World’s Worst Evaluators with Steve Howard
and Mark D’Silva (for those who missed the first opportunity); a Leadership Workshop with Penny Barrington;
and How to grab your audience by the scruff of the neck and lead them to your conclusions with Dennis Keay.

Walter Mikac will lead you into lunch with his keynote address entitled ‘The 5 Keys to Unlock Your Courage’.
As Walter himself said “My presentation is about life and the way we can live it to the utmost.” Everyone of us
will at some stage face a ‘moment of truth’.

The first item after lunch will be the International Speech Contest where the best speakers in the District get
the opportunity to vie for the right to compete in the Regional Finals in the US and perhaps on to the World

Championship. The excitement doesn’t end there as the final item of the day program will be the District 73

Council Meeting.

Saturday Night is Awards and Australian Movie World Night. Come dressed as your favourite character from
an Australian movie. Why not get together with other members of your club and come as the ensemble from a
movie? During the evening we will celebrate our District Achievements with the presentation of the District 73
Annual Awards:

District Toastmaster of the Year

Division Governor of the Year

District Officer of the Year

New District 73 Distinguished Toastmasters

Enjoy a delectable dinner and then dance along to dynamic music by Hitzone.

Sunday morning commences with the Open Forum: your opportunity to quiz the members of the District
Executive. This is followed by another three Workshops: World’s Worst Evaluators with Steve Howard and
Mark D’Silva; Dynamic Powerpoint Presentations with Bill Farman; and Putting Together a Winning Speech
with a Panel of Past District Finalists. Then at 11.15 the District Evaluation Finalists will compete for the title of
District Evaluation Champion; Trish Brown will be competing for Metro Division. After a luscious lunch the Hall
of Fame and the Official Closing Ceremony will be held. For those wanting to extend the convention experi-
ence, from 2.30pm David Price will be running a Master Class until 4pm. Then the Convention Committee get
to breath a sigh of satisfaction that a great weekend has been experienced by all participants.

Remember you do not have to attend the full convention if you have other commitments. You can choose from:
Full Convention Package: Friday 6pm through Sunday at $220 for early bird or $240 after 1st April;

Full Convention Package PLUS, which includes Friday Bus Tour, $270 for early bird or $290 after 1st April;
Friday Bus Tour $50; Friday Evening $60; Saturday DAY $75; Saturday EVENING $75; Sunday $60.

See the registration form in this edition of Raconteur or check the web page
http://www.d73.toastmasters.org.au/convention2008/

Trish Brown DTM
2008 Convention Committee
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